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Syllabus
Course Goals:
This research seminar has four objectives. The first is to come to grips with our extant knowledge regarding the salience of regions in international politics, and to come to understand how our knowledge base needs to be expanded. The role of regions in international politics has been extensive, yet a comparative assessment of regions has been retarded by conceptual ambiguity, theoretical inadequacies, and a lack of systematic empirical analysis based on a solid conceptual foundation. We will try to remedy some of these shortcomings by exploring alternative approaches to delineating regions and state membership in those regions; b) searching for a substantively meaningful theoretical framework for approaching regional effects; and c) through some empirical research on our part, to delineate some regional impacts on conflict and cooperation processes.
	In pursuing this objective, I’m hoping that you will seek to integrate your substantive research interests (to the extent that you have already developed them) with a stronger understanding of how regions impact on those interests.
	The second objective is to take the work we develop and create some opportunities for you to publish in significant journals of the discipline and the field. Our past seminar efforts had resulted in numerous publications in journals and two edited books. The hope is that we have sufficiently significant findings through the seminar to develop several stand-alone pieces worthy of publication, and to refine those findings after the seminar to yield some positive outcomes that will assist you to go on the market (if that is your intent).
	The third objective is to acquaint you with the trials, tribulations, and potential rewards for collaborative research. A quick perusal of most journals featuring work in IR will lead to the inescapable conclusion that most scholarship is no longer the product of a single person. Typically, scholars now work together, share their approaches and complement their strengths in creating scholarship. This is not an easy process, but it appears to be the most fruitful one presently.
	The final objective is to provide you with an assessment of your strengths and weaknesses as you move forward toward the completion of your PhD program and the development of your dissertation. In some sense the seminar will test your strengths both in terms of your conceptual/ theoretical understanding of the field, and your handling of research design and methodological issues.

The Approach to the Seminar:
	Typically, we would start this seminar by spending the first ten meetings reading and analyzing the extant literature in the area of comparative regional analysis. I’ve made a decision however that this would be a colossal waste of time: the literature is not very good. In fact, two of us working in this area just constructed a panel on comparative regional analysis for a global conference and had enormous difficulty finding a qualified discussant (based on the quality of the person’s work on this subject). So, rather than having your mind turn to sludge by reading not very good literature, I decided to assign a very few articles that either summarize the contours of the literature or suggest theoretical orientations and empirical findings for us to consider. I have downloaded all the required readings for you and will make them available to you at the first session of the seminar. However, if you wish to read more on your own (and you may want to do some of that for “comps”), I’ve referenced much of this literature below (Appendix A).
	Instead, I want us to focus more explicitly on what’s missing in the literature and trying to find remedies for addressing those pieces of the puzzle. As one framing device, I offer our most recent effort at conceptualizing and delineating regions and state membership in them (Volgy et al. 2017a, and Appendix F in this syllabus). In addition to that effort, the piece also lays out a theoretical approach to assessing the impact of regions on conflict, cooperation, and diffusion processes. I don’t know how strong that theoretical approach is—since I’m hoping we will be testing its impact—and if you can develop an alternative approach and seek to apply it, that is your option and you are encouraged to do so. If not, I’m assuming we all will be working with the same theoretical framework (with appropriate modifications as we proceed).
	We will have two research projects. One is going to be a coordinated one between all of us, focused on how much progress has occurred in this subfield over the last half century. The second one will be your own research project, (although you are welcome to collaborate with others in terms of sharing data, indicators, etc.). There is a list of research projects below (Appendix E), from which you can choose one for your own research. Alternatively, you can choose a project not on the list as long as it focuses on a comparative analysis of regions in some form. Either way, I expect that you will create a research design, execute it, and write up the results as you would for a presentation at a conference, or alternatively, for submission to a journal (for a list of the most commonly used databases in IR, see Appendix G). 
There will be two outcomes from your individual project. The first will be a twenty-five minute presentation to the seminar, followed by feedback from all of us. We will raise questions following a formal discussant responding (each of you will be asked to also sign up as the discussant for someone else’s presentation). 
Second, at the end of the semester, I will ask you to execute a written paper on the same subject, taking into account the issues we had raised with your oral presentation. 
When the semester concludes, we will have a number of projects completed. I will then ask you if you are willing to do additional work to turn our cumulative results into one or more publishable papers (Inshallah!).
EXPECTATIONS:
I write this section with due apologies. I do not mean to insult, and I don’t mean to belittle anyone here. The reality is that I don’t know what your expectations are about seminar interactions, so I felt the need to make mine clear.  To wit (and at the risk of making this sound like the Holy Grail):

· Missing a graduate seminar is unacceptable. I will crawl on my hands and knees to get here, and I expect you to do the same.
· Coming late to a seminar is about the same as missing one: it is incredibly rude and dismissive of what we do (not to mention one of my great pet peeves). I will never come late, will probably be here ten to twenty minutes early, and I will expect you to be on time please.
· I typically do a minimum of fifteen hours of preparation (even if it may not look like it) prior to coming to a seminar. I expect in return that you do the same…thinking about the readings (when there are readings), thinking about the subject matter, and being ready to seize the discussion and guide it so that we are all learning from your involvement in the seminar.
· Which means that I expect all of us to actively engage the seminar and participate equally in the responsibility to learn in the seminar. I expect to learn as much from you as I do from constructing and offering this seminar. To help with all of that, each week’s topic includes a set of questions that should help us focus on the materials. You should be fully prepared to answer those questions during the seminar.

Calendar of Readings and Assignments
Week 1		No Class:  MLK Day
(January 20)

Week 2		Introduction to the seminar
(January 27)

Week 3		A Visit from Bill Thompson
(February 3)
[bookmark: _Hlk29294324]	READING:  	Thompson, 1970*

			Thompson, 1981a

			Thompson 1981b

			Lebovic and Thompson, 2006

			Rasler et al., 2017

			Chan and Hu, 2015
		
* The full citation for each required reading is listed in Appendix A	

Questions to discuss:
	
1) Why is the regional level of analysis so rare in IR?
2) Must one examine 2 or more regions to do comparative regional analysis?
3) What kinds of questions should be logically excluded from comparative regional analysis?

Week 4	Regions: A Review of the Literature + Discussion of Joint Project	
(February 10)
	READINGS:	Thompson, 1973
			Volgy et al. 2017a
			Fawn, 2009
			Sbragia, 2008
			Basedau and Kollner, 2007
			Ahram, 2011
	Questions to ponder and discuss: 
1) How would you summarize a) The progress made on understanding regions in international relations? b) What seem to be the major holes in the literature? c) What seem to be promising areas to pursue for future research?
2) Which individual project would you wish to pursue?
3) Why? How does it fit into the extant literature on regions?
4) How would you want to proceed in terms of a workable research design?
5) To what extent does this project choice correspond with your more general research interest(s) in international politics?


Week 5	What’s a region?  Some Conceptual and Empirical Issues
(February 17)	
	READINGS:	Zakhirova, 2012
			(see again) Volgy et al., 2017a
			Powers and Goertz, 2011
			Buzan and Weaver, 2003, Chapter 3 and/or Paul, 2012, Chapter 2
			Acharya, 2007
			(optional) Thompson and Volgy 2017
	Questions to discuss:	
1) What are the similarities and differences in these alternative conceptualizations of regions? Why the differences?
2) What are the strengths and weaknesses of each of these approaches?
3) Think about two meta-regions (the Americas and Africa): how do these alternative conceptualizations carve out regions and states in these two meta-regions?
4) Can you think of an alternative approach that may be more useful?
		
Week 6	Theories and Regions:  Security as Focus
(February 24)
	READINGS:	Frazier and Stewart-Ingersoll. 2010
			Buzan and Waever, 2003, Chapter 3
			Acharya, 2009, Chapter 1
			Weisiger, 2017
			Ba, 2009, Chapter 1
			Miller, 2017
	Questions to discuss:
1) What are the key differences in theoretical approaches to regional security?
2) Should regions be treated differently when considering security issues compared to other issues facing regions? Why?
3) What key variables predict best to stable security relationships within regions?		
Week 7	Theories and Regions: The role of Major and Regional Powers
(March 2)
	READINGS:	Volgy et al., 2017b
			McDonald, 2015
			Prys, 2010
			Destradi, 2010
			Lake, 2009
			Nolte, 2010
			(optional) Cline et al., 2011, Ebert and Flemes, 2018
	Questions to discuss:
1) What’s a regional power? What differences and similarities in these readings regarding the delineation of regional powers? What’s the difference between regional and major powers?
2) Are all regional powers the same? What would constitute key differences between them?
3) What contextual considerations appear to be key to regional powers ordering relationships in their regions?
4) Can we figure out conditions under which external major powers are likely to penetrate some regions but not other?

Week 8	No Class:  Spring Break
(March 9)

Week 9	Theories and Regions: Cooperation and Regional Architecture
(March 16)
	READINGS:	Allen, 2018
			Goldsmith, 2006
			Haftel, 2007
			Solingen, 2008
			Acharya and Johnston, 2007, Chapter 1
	Question to discuss:
1) How can we best characterize and compare regional organization across regions?
2) What appear to be the conditions that facilitate the creation of substantial regional organization in some regions but not others?
3) Is it only regions with dominant powers that are able to generate substantial regional organization?
Week 10		No Class:  ISA Annual Conference
(March 23)

Week 11		Issues /Problems/Concerns: Our Research Projects
(March 30)

Week 12		Individual Project I
(April 6)

Week 13		Individual Project II
(April 13)

Week 14		Individual Project III
(April 20)


Week 15		Individual Project IV
(April 27)

Week 16		Group Research Project Outcomes
(May 4)


Appendix A:	A non-exhaustive (albeit exhausting) set of References on Comparative Regional Analysis: Both some oldies and newer efforts.
[bookmark: _Hlk28594503]Allen, Michael A. 2018. “The Influence of Regional Power Distributions on Interdependence.” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 62,5: 1072-1099.
Acharya, Amitav. 2009. Constructing a Security Community in Southeast Asia: ASEAN and the Problem of Regional Order. London: Routledge.
Acharya, Amitav. 2007. “The Emerging Regional Architecture of World Politics.” World Politics 59,4: 629-652.
Acharya, Amitav. 2014. “Global International Relations and Regional Worlds.” International Studies Quarterly 58: 647-659. 
Acharya, Amitav and Alastair Iain Johnston. 2007. Crafting Cooperation: Regional International Institutions in Comparative Perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Ahram, Ariel I. 2011. “The Theory and Method of Comparative Area Studies.” Qualitative Research, 11, 1: 69-90.
Ansorg, Nadine. 2014. “Wars without Borders: Conditions for the development of regional conflict subsystems in sub-Saharan Africa.” International Area Studies Review 17: 295-31.
Ba, Alice D. 2009. {Re}Negotiating East and Southeast Asia: Region, Regionalism and the Association of South East Asian Nations. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
Bailey, Michael A., Anton Strezhnev, and Erik Voeten. 2017. Estimating Dynamic State Preferences from United Nations Voting Data.” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 61,2: 430-456.
Balsiger, Jorg, Miriam Prys, and Niko Steinhoff. 2012. “The Nature and Role of Regional Agreements in International Environmental Politics: Mapping Agreements, Outlining Future Research.” GIGA Research Program, Number 208.
[bookmark: _Hlk28523960]Basedau, Matthias and Patrick Kollner. 2007. “Area Studies, Comparative Area Studies, and the Study of Politics: Context, Substance, and Methodological Challenges.” Zeitschrift für Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft, 1,1: 105-124.
Beeson, Mark. 2006. “American Hegemony and Regionalism: The Rise of East Africa and the end of the Asia-Pacific.” Geopolitics 11:541-560
 Binder, Leonard. 1958. “The Middle East as a Subordinate International System,” World Politics 10: 408-429.
Blank, Stephen. 2011. “Toward a New Chinese Order In Asia: Russia’s Failure.” NBR Special Report Number 26, The National Bureau of Asian Research (March).
Bowman, Larry W. 1968. “The Subordinate State System of Southern Africa,” International Studies Quarterly 12: 231-261.
Brecher, Michael. 1963. “International Relations and Asian Studies: The Subordinate State System of Southern Asia,” World Politics 15: 213-235.
Buzan, Barry. 1998. “The Asia Pacific: What sort of region in what sort of world?” In Christopher Brook and Anthony McGrew (eds), Asia-Pacific in the New World Order. London: Routledge.
Buzan, Barry and Ole Waever. 2003. Regions and Powers: The Structure of International Security. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Buzan, Barry. 2012. “How Regions Were Made, and the Legacies for World Politics: An English School Reconnaissance,” in T.V. Paul, ed., International Relations Theory and Regional Transformation.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
Cantori, Louis J., and Steven L. Spiegel. 1970. The International Politics of Regions. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall.
Chan, Steve, and Richard W. Hu. 2015 “East Asia's Enduring Rivalries: Ripe for Abatement?"  Journal of Asian Security and International Affairs 2,2: 133-153.   

Chiba, Daina, Carla Martinez Machain, and William Reed.2014. “Major Powers and Militarized Conflict.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 58: 976-1002.

Cline, Kirssa, Patrick Rhamey, Alexis Henshaw, Alesia Seziaka, Aakriti Tandon, and Thomas J. Volgy. 2011. “Identifying Regional Powers and Their Status.” In Volgy, Corbetta, Grant and Baird (eds.) Major Powers and the Quest for Status in International Politics. Palgrave Macmillan.
Colaresi, Michael, Karen Rasler, and William R. Thompson. 2007. Strategic Rivalry: Space, Position, and Conflict Escalation in World Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Dafoe, Allan. 2011. “Statistical Critiques of the Democratic Peace: Caveat Emptor.” American Journal of Political Science 55,2: 247-262.
De Lombaerde, Philippe, Fredrik Soderbaum, Luk Van Langenhove, and Francis Baert. 2010. “The problem of Comparison in Comparative regionalism.” Review of International Studies 36: 731-738.  
Daniels, Kelly, and Sara McLaughlin Mitchell. 2017. “Bones of democratic contention: Maritime Disputes.” International Area Studies Review, 20, 4:293-310.
Destradi, Sandra. 2010. “Regional Powers and Their Strategies: Empire, Hegemony, and Leadership.” Review of International Studies 36,4: 903-930.
Deutsch, Karl W., Burell, S. A., Kann, R. A., Lee, M. Jr., Lichtermann, M., Lindgren, R. E., Loewenheim, F. L. and Van Wagenen, R. W. 1957. Political Community and the North Atlantic Area. International Organization in the Light of Historical Experience. New York: Princeton University Press.
Donno, Daniela. 2010. “Who is Punished? Regional Intergovernmental Organizations and the Enforcement of Democratic Norms. International Organization 64, 4: 593-625.
Ebert, Hannes, and Daniel Flemes. 2018. “Rethinking Regional Leadership in the Global Disorder.” Rising Powers Quarterly, 3,1: 7-23.
Elazar, Daniel J. 1999. “Political Science, Geography, and the Spatial Dimension of Politics.” Political Geography 18: 875-886.
Farrell, Mary, Bjorn Hettne, and Luk Van Langenhove. 2005. Global Politics of Regionalism: Theory and Practice. London: Pluto Press.
Fawn, Rick. 2009. “Regions and their study: wherefrom, what for and whereto?” Review of International Studies 35, 1: 5-34.
Flemes, Daniel, and Thorsten Wojczekski. 2010. “Contested Leadership in International Relations: Power Politics in South America, South Asia, and Sub-Saharan Africa. GIGA working paper No.121, Hamburg.
Flemes, Daniel. 2010. Regional Leadership in the Global System: Ideas, Interests and Strategies of Regional Powers. Farnham: Ashgate.
Flemes, Daniel, and Douglas Lemke. 2010. “Findings and perspectives on regional power research.” In Daniel Flemes (ed), Regional leadership in the global system: Ideas, interests, and strategies of regional powers (pp. 313–334). Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing.  
Frazier, Derrick, and Robert Stewart-Ingersoll. 2010. “Regional Powers and Security: understanding order within regional security complexes.” European Journal of International Relations 26, 4: 731-753. 
Garzon, Jorge F. 2015. “Multipolarity and the Future of Regionalism: Latin America and Beyond.” GIGA Research Program: Power, Norms and Governance in International Relations (January).
[bookmark: Result_3]Gibler, Douglas M., and Alex Braithwaite. 2012. “Dangerous Neighbours, Regional Territorial Conflict and the Democratic Peace.” British Journal of Political Science 43:877-887. 
Genna, Gaspare M., and Taeko Hiroi. 2004. “Power Preponderance and Domestic Politics: Explaining Regional Economic Integration in Latin American and the Caribbean, 1960-1997.” International Interactions 30: 143-164.
German Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA), at
http://www.giga-hamburg.de/english/index.php?file=research.html&folder=research
Gleditsch, Kristian S. 2002. All International Politics is Local: The Diffusion of Conflict, Integration and Democratization.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.
Gleditsch, Kristian S., and Michael D. Ward. 2006. “Diffusion and the International Context of Democratization.” International Organization 60: 911-933.
Godehardt, Nadine. 2014. The Chinese Constitution of Central Asia Regions and Intertwined Actors in International Relations. New York: Palgrave MacMillan.
Goh, Evelyn. 2007/2008. “Great Powers and Hierarchical Order in Southeast Asia.” International Security 32: 113-157.
Goldsmith, Benjamin E. 2007. “A Liberal Peace in Asia?” Journal of Peace Research 2007, 44:5
[bookmark: _Hlk28597648]Goldsmith, Benjamin E. 2006. “A Universal Proposition? Region, Conflict, War and the Robustness of the Kantian Peace.” European Journal of International Relations 12, 4:533-563. 
Gomez, Charles J., and Paolo Parig. 2015. “The regionalization of intergovernmental organization networks: A non-linear process.” Social Networks, 43: 192-203.
Goertz, Gary, and Kathy Powers. 2009. “The Economic-institutional construction of Regions: Conceptualization and Operationalization.” Manuscript
Grugel, Jean, Pia Riggirozzi and Ben Thirkell-White. 2008. “Beyond the Washington Consensus? Asia and Latin America in search of more autonomous development.” International Affairs 84, 3: 499-517. 
Haas, Michael. 1970. “International Subsystems: Stability and Polarity.” American Political Science Review 64: 98-123.
Hafner-Burton, Emilie M, and James Ron. 2009. “Seeing Double: Human Rights Impact through Qualitative and Quantitative Eyes.”  World Politics 61,2: 360-401.
Hafner-Burton, Emilie M., and James Ron.2013. “The Latin Bias: Regions, the Anglo-American Media, and Human Rights.” International Studies Quarterly 57:474-491. 
Harman, Sophie, and William Brown. 2013. “In from the margins? The changing place of Africa in International Relations.” International Affairs 89,1: 60-87.
[bookmark: _Hlk28597750]Haftel, Yoram Z. 2007. “Designing for Peace: Regional Integration Arrangements, Institutional Variation, and Militarized Interstate Disputes.” International Organization 61: 217-237.
Hawkins, Daren. 2008. “Protecting Democracy in Europe and the Americas.” International Organization 62, 3: 373-403. 
He, Kai, and Huiyun Feng. 2010. “’Why is there no NATO in Asia?’ revisited: Prospect theory, balance of threat, and US alliance strategies.” European Journal of International Relations 18, 2: 227-250.
Hegre, Havard and Nicholas Sambanis 2006. “Sensitivity Analysis of Empirical Results on Civil War Onset.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 50, 4: 508-535.
Henderson, Errol A. 2009. “Disturbing the Peace: African Warfare, Political Inversion and the Universality of the Democratic Peace Thesis.” British Journal of Political Science 39,1: 25-58.
Hensel, Paul R., and Paul F. Diehl. 1994. “Testing empirical propositions about shatterbelts, 1945-76.” Political Geography 13, 1: 35-51.
Hettne, Bjorn, and Frederik Söderbaum. 2000. ‘Theorising the Rise of Regionness.’ New Political Economy 5,3: 457– 472.
Hurrell, Andrew. 2007. “One World? Many Worlds? The Place of Regions in the Study of International Society.” International Affairs 83, 1: 127-16.  
Jakobsen, Jo, and Thomas Halvorsen. 2019. “Geographical and temporal patterns of interstate security competition: Global and regional evidence.” International Area Studies Review, 22,3: 226-246
Jetschke et al. 2016. “The Comparative Regional Organizations Project: Generating a New Data Set.” Presented at the Political Science Associations Conference (Heidelberg)
Jetschke and Theiner. 2016. “The Diffusion of Institutional Design Across Regional Organizations. SSRC, January.
Kacowics, Arie M. 1998. Zones of Peace in the Third World: South America and West Africa in Comparative Perspective. Albany: State University of New York Press.
Kaim, Markus, ed. 2008. Great Powers and Regional Orders: The United States and the Persian Gulf. Burlington: Ashgate.
Kaiser, Karl. 1968. “The Interaction Regional Subsystems: Some Preliminary Notes on Recurrent Patterns and the Role of Superpowers,” World Politics 21: 84-107.
Kang, David C. 2014. “Why was there no religious war in premodern East Asia?” European Journal of International Relations 20, 4: 965-986. 
Katzenstein, Peter. 2005. A World of Regions: Asia and Europe in the American Imperium. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.
Katzenstein, Peter J., and Takashi Shiraishi, eds. 1997. Network Power: Japan and Asia. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.
Kelly, Robert E. 2011. “A ‘Confusian Long Peace’ in pre-Western East Asia?” European Journal of International Relations 18, 3: 407-430.
Lake, David. 2009. “Regional Hierarchy: Authority and Local International Order.” Review of International Studies, 35, 1: 35-58.
Lake, David, and Patrick M. Morgan. 1997. Regional Orders: Building Security in a New World. University Park: Penn State University Press.  
Lake, David. 2013. “Legitimating Power: The Domestic Politics of U.S. International Hierarchy.” International Security, 38,2: 74-111.
Lebovic, James H., and William R. Thompson. 2006. “An Illusionary or Elusive Relationship? The Arab-Israeli Conflict and Repression in the Middle East.” Journal of Politics 68, 3: 502-518.
Levaggi, Arial G.  2020. Confrontational and Cooperative Regional Orders: Managing Regional Security in World Politics. New York: Routledge.
Lemke, Douglas. 2002. Regions of War and Peace. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Lemke, Douglas. 2003. “African Lessons For International Relations Research.” World Politics 56: 114-138.
Lemke, Douglas. 2010. “Dimensions of Hard Power: Regional Leadership and Material Capabilities.” In Daniel Flemes (ed.), Regional Leadership in the Global System: Ideas Interest and Strategies of Regional Powers. Aldershot: Ashgate. 
Lebovic, James, and William R. Thompson. 2006. “An Illusionary or Elusive Relationship? The Arab-Israeli Conflict and Repression in the Middle East." Journal of Politics,68,3: 502-518.
 Lenz, Tobias, and Alexandr Burikov. 2018. “Institutional pioneers in world politics: Regional institution building and the influence of the European Union.” European Journal of International Relations 23,3: 634-680.
Mackinder, Harold J. 1904. “The Geographical Pivot of History.” The Geographical Journal 23,4): 421– 437.
Mansfield, Edward M., and Etel Solingen. 2010. Regionalism. Annual Review of Political Science, 13, 145–163.
McDonald, Patrick J. 2015. “Great powers, hierarchy, and endogenous regimes: Rethinking the domestic causes of peace.” International Organization, 69,3: 557–588. 
Mesquita, Rafael. 2019. “Introducing the Rising Powers Diplomatic Network (RPDN): A Dataset for Rising Powers’ Presidential Diplomacy and Diplomatic Presence Abroad.” Rising Powers Quarterly, 3, 4 7-31.
Miller, Benjamin. 2001. “The Global Sources of Regional Transitions from War to Peace.”  Journal of Peace Research, Volume 38, Number 2 (March 1, 2001), pp. 199-225.
Miller, Benjamin. 2007. States, Nations and the Great Powers: The Sources of Regional War and Peace. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Miller, Benjamin. 2017. “Theory of Regional War and Peace.” Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics. New York: Oxford University Press,
Miller, Benjamin and Carmela Lutmar. 2016. Regional Peacemaking and Conflict Management: A Comparative Approach. New York: Routledge.
Modelski, George. 1961. “International Relations and Area Studies: The Case of South-East Asia.” International Relations 2: 143-155.
Neumann, Iver B. 1992 (ed). Regional Great Powers in International Politics. Basingstoke: St. Martin’s Press.
Nolte, Detlef. 2010. “How to Compare Regional Powers: Analytical Concepts and Research Topics.” Review of International Studies 36,4: 881-901.
Ostby, Gudrun 2012. “Inequality and Political Violence: A review of the literature.” International Area Studies Review 16: 206-231.
Pardesi, Manjeet, J. Patrick Rhamey, Jr., William R. Thompson, and Thomas J. Volgy, 2017.  “Whither a Super-Asia? Merging and Blurring the Distinctions Among ‘Traditional’ Regional Subsystems,” A paper delivered at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association, Baltimore, Md., February.
Paul, T.V., James J. Wirtz, and Michel Fortmann, eds. 2004. Balance of Power: Theory and Practice in the 21st Century. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
Paul, T.V. 2012. International Relations Theory and Regional Transformation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
[bookmark: _Hlk28513623]Powers, Kathy, and Gary Goertz. 2011. “The Economic-Institutional Construction of Regions: Conceptualization and Operationalization.” Review of International Studies, 37:5.
Prys, Miriam. 2010. “Hegemony, Domination, Detachment: Differences in Regional Powerhood.” International Studies Review 12: 479-504.
Rasler, Karen, and William R. Thompson. 2014. “Societal Heterogeneity, Weak States, and Internal Conflict: Evaluating One Avenue to Territorial Peace and Stability.” Journal of Territorial and Maritime Studies 1, 2: 5-26.
Rasler, Karen, William R. Thompson, and Thomas J. Volgy.  2017. "Bad Neighborhoods in World Politics: Ethnic Political Exclusion, Weak States and Interstate Disagreements About Territory." Paper presented at the World International Studies Conference, Taipei, Taiwan, April.
Rhamey, J. Patrick. 2012. Constrained to Cooperate: Domestic Political Capacity and Regional Order. PhD Dissertation, University of Arizona. Available at: http://arizona.openrepository.com/arizona/bitstream/10150/223350/2/azu_etd_12144_sip1_m.pdf 
Rhamey, Patrick, William R. Thompson, and Thomas J. Volgy. 2014. “Distance, Size and Turmoil: North-South Mediterranean Interactions.” Cahiers de la Mediterranee, 44: 209-227.
Ripsman, Norris M. 2005. “Two Stages of Transition from a Region of War to a Region of Peace: Realist Transition and Liberal Endurance.” International Studies Quarterly 49:669-693. 
Risse, Thomas. 2015. “The Diffusion of Regionalism, Regional Institutions, and Regional Governance.” Presented at the EUSA Conference (Boston, March).
Ross, Robert. 1999 “The Geography of the Peace: East Asia in the Twenty First Century.” International Security 23: 81-118.
Russett, Bruce. 1967. International Regions and the International System. Chicago: Rand McNally.
Russett, Bruce M. 1975. International Regions and the International System: A Study in Political Ecology. Westport: Greenwood Press.
Sbragia, Alberta.  2008. “Review Article: Comparative Regionalism: What Might It Be?”  Journal of Common Market Studies 46(1): 29-49.  
Shambaugh, David L. 2004/05. “China Engages Asia: Reshaping the Regional Order.” International Security 29.
Soderbaum, Fredrik. 2003. Theories of New Regionalism. London: Palgrave Macmillan.
Solingen, Etel. 1998. Regional Orders At Century’s Dawn: Global and Domestic Influences on Grand Strategy. Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Solingen, Etel. 2007. “Pax Asiatica versus Bella Levantina: The Foundations of War and Peace in East Asia and the Middle East.” American Political Science Review 101, 4: 757-779. 
Solingen, Etel 2008. “The Genesis, Design, and Effects of Regional Institutions: The Lessons from East Asia and the Middle East.” International Studies Quarterly 52:261-294. 
Solingen, Etel. 2012. “Of Dominoes and Firewalls: The Domestic, Regional, and Global Politics of Diffusion.” International Studies Quarterly 56:631-644. 
Sørli, Mirjam E., Nils Petter Gleditsch and Håvard Strand, 2005. “Why Is There So Much Conflict in the Middle East?” Journal of Conflict Resolution 2005; 49; 141.
Sposito, Italo Bertrao. 2018. “Policy Windows for Foreign Policy Shifts in Latin American and Caribbean States.” Revista de Ciencia Politica, 38,3: 459-483.
Stewart-Ingersoll, Robert, and Derrick Frazier. 2011. Regional Powers and Security Orders: a Theoretical Framework. Routledge:
Tang, Shiping. 2018. “Regionalism in the Shadow of Unipolarity: Intra/Inter-regional Bargaining and the Shape of Regionalism.  Unpublished manuscript, last modified, October 20, 2018. 
Tang, Shiping. 2019. “The Future of International Order(s).” The Washington Quarterly, 41:4, 117-131.
Tang, Shiping, Mingjiang Li, and Amitav Acharya (eds.). 2009. Living With China: Regional States and China Through Crises and Turning Points. New York: Palgrave MacMillan.
Teixeira, Carlos Gustavo Poggio. 2012. Brazil, the United States and the South American Regional Subsystem: Regional Politics and the Absent Empire. Lanham: Lexington Books. 
Thies, Cameron. 2008. “The Construction of a Latin American Interstate Culture of Rivalry.” International Interactions 34: 231-257.
Thies, Cameron G. 2010. “Explaining zones of negative peace in interstate relations: The construction of a West African Lockean culture of anarchy.” European Journal of International Relations 16, 3: 391-415.
Thomas, Daniel C. 2017. “Beyond Identity: Membership norms and regional organization.” European Journal of International Relations,23:1. 
Thompson, William R. 1970. "The Arab Sub-system and the Feudal Interaction Hypothesis: 1965." Journal of Peace Research 7,2: 151-167.
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APPENDIX B: Thompson’s Classifications
Table 1: Twenty-one Regional Subsystem Attributes or Conceptual Components*
	
	Conceptual Component

	1.
	Proximity, a primary stress on a geographical region.

	2. 
	Actors’ pattern of relations or interactions exhibit a particular degree of regularity or intensity.

	3. 
	Intrarelatedness – a condition wherein a change at one point in the system affects other points.

	4. 
	Internal recognition as a distinctive area.

	5.
	External recognition as a distinctive area.

	6.
	One or more actors.

	7. 
	At least two actors.

	8.
	At least three actors.

	9.
	Small powers only.

	10.
	Units of power are relatively inferior to units in the dominant system.

	11.
	Subordination in the sense that a change in the dominant system will have a greater effect on the subsystem than the reverse and there is more intensive and influential penetration of the subsystem by the dominant system than the reverse.

	12.
	Geographical-historical zone.

	13.
	Some degree of shared ethnic, linguistic, cultural, social and historical bonds.

	14.
	A relatively integrated and unified area.

	15.
	Some evidence of integration or a professed policy of achieving forthcoming economic, political, or social integration.

	16.
	Functionally diffuse.

	17.
	Explicit institutional relations or subsystem organization.

	18.
	Autonomy – intrasystem actions and responses predominate over external influences. 

	19.
	A distinctive configuration of military forces.

	20.
	A regional equilibrium of local forces.

	21.
	Common developmental status.


*Source: From Thompson and Volgy, 2017, based on Thompson, 1973
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APPENDIX D:	Journals to be Covered in Joint Project:
American Political Science Review 
American Journal of Political Science 
British Journal of Political Science 
Conflict Management and Peace Science 
*European Journal of International Relations
*International Area Studies Review
International Interactions
*International Security
Journal of Politics 
Journal of Peace Research 
Journal of Conflict Resolution
Foreign Policy Analysis 
International Interactions
International Studies Quarterly
International Organization
*World Politics





APPENDIX E:	Some Potential Research Projects
There is one of two options (unless you can integrate them into one) you can pursue for your individual research project:
	The first is to take an ongoing research effort that you are/have been pursuing and apply it to the theme of this seminar, integrating your interest with ours. Some of those projects may not be amenable to this framework, but many of them can be.
	The second alternative is to focus on one of the topics below:
1) Why is there substantial variation in the extent to which some regions create a thick architecture of governance mechanisms while others have a much thinner (or virtually none) architecture? And what difference does it make to relations between states in the region?

2) Why are some regions more successful in producing “effective” institutions of regional governance while others are not? What is an effective institution?

3) Some regions appear to be more “porous” than others. Is there a way of identifying systematically which regions are more or less porous to outside penetration by external powers and what seem to be the reasons for variation in such porousness? 

4) Political “shocks” are judged to be important to researchers studying international politics and foreign policy because such shocks tend to disrupt bureaucratic inertia and path dependencies. Are some regions more exposed to such shocks than other regions and what are the behavioural consequences of such exposure? 

5) Regional organizations occur one of two ways: either created by a major or regional power or without such assistance in regions where there are no regional powers. Does that matter? Are regional organizations created by major powers more effective than regional organizations created without the involvement of major powers?


APPENDIX F:	Rhamey/Volgy Regions in the Post-Cold War Era
	States (N = 138) and Regions (N = 11), and Border States (N = 55), 2001 - 2010

	Region
	Core States
	Periphery States
	Region
	Core States
	Periphery States

	Northern America
	Canada
	
	Horn of Africa
	Eritrea
	

	
	Cuba
	
	 
	Ethiopia
	

	
	Mexico
	
	 
	Somalia
	

	
	United States
	
	Maghreb
	Algeria
	

	Southern America
	Argentina
	Paraguay
	 
	Morocco
	

	
	Bolivia
	
	 
	Tunisia
	

	
	Brazil
	
	East Asia
	Cambodia
	Australia

	
	Chile
	
	 
	China
	Brunei

	
	Colombia
	
	 
	Indonesia
	East Timor

	
	Ecuador
	
	 
	Japan
	Fiji

	
	Uruguay
	
	 
	Korea (North)
	Kiribati

	
	Venezuela
	
	 
	Korea (South)
	Marshall Islands

	Middle East
	Azerbaijan
	
	 
	Laos
	Micronesia

	
	Bahrain
	
	 
	Malaysia
	Nauru

	
	Egypt
	
	 
	Myanmar
	New Zealand

	
	Iran
	
	 
	Nepal
	Palau

	
	Iraq
	
	 
	Philippines
	Papua New Guinea

	
	Jordan
	
	 
	Singapore
	Samoa

	
	Kuwait
	
	 
	Taiwan
	Solomon Islands

	
	Lebanon
	
	 
	Thailand
	Tonga

	
	Qatar
	
	 
	Vietnam
	Tuvalu

	
	Saudi Arabia
	
	 
	
	Vanuatu

	
	Syria
	
	South Asia
	Afghanistan
	Maldives

	
	United Arab Emirates
	
	 
	Bangladesh
	

	Europe
	Albania
	Andorra
	 
	India
	

	
	Austria
	Iceland
	 
	Pakistan
	

	
	Belarus
	Kosovo
	 
	Tajikistan
	

	
	Belgium
	Liechtenstein
	 
	Sri Lanka
	

	
	Bosnia
	Moldova
	Border States
	Antigua and Barbuda
	

	
	Bulgaria
	Montenegro
	 
	Armenia
	

	
	Croatia
	San Marino
	 
	Bahamas
	

	
	Cyprus
	
	 
	Barbados
	

	
	Czech Republic
	
	 
	Belize
	

	
	Denmark
	
	 
	Benin
	

	
	Estonia
	
	 
	Bhutan
	

	
	Finland
	
	 
	Burkina Faso
	

	
	France
	
	 
	Cameroon
	

	
	Georgia
	
	 
	Cape Verde
	

	
	Germany
	
	 
	Central African Republic
	

	
	Greece
	
	 
	Chad
	

	
	Hungary
	
	 
	Comoros
	

	
	Ireland
	
	 
	Costa Rica
	

	
	Israel
	
	 
	Djibouti
	

	
	Italy
	
	 
	Dominica
	

	
	Latvia
	
	 
	Dominican Republic
	

	
	Lithuania
	
	 
	El Salvador
	

	
	Luxembourg
	
	 
	Equatorial Guinea
	

	
	Macedonia
	
	 
	Gabon
	

	
	Netherlands
	
	 
	Gambia
	

	
	Norway
	
	 
	Grenada
	

	
	Poland
	
	 
	Guatemala
	

	
	Portugal
	
	 
	Guinea-Bissau
	

	
	Romania
	
	 
	Guyana
	

	
	Russia
	
	 
	Haiti
	

	
	Serbia
	
	 
	Honduras
	

	
	Slovakia
	
	 
	Jamaica
	

	
	Slovenia
	
	 
	Kazakhstan
	

	
	Spain
	
	 
	Kyrgyzstan
	

	
	Sweden
	
	 
	Libya
	

	
	Switzerland
	
	 
	Madagascar
	

	
	Turkey
	
	 
	Malawi
	

	
	Ukraine
	
	 
	Mali
	

	
	United Kingdom
	
	 
	Malta
	

	West Africa
	Ghana
	
	 
	Mauritania
	

	
	Guinea
	
	 
	Mauritius
	

	
	Ivory Coast
	
	 
	Monaco
	

	
	Liberia
	
	 
	Mongolia
	

	
	Nigeria
	
	 
	Nicaragua
	

	
	Sierra Leone
	
	 
	Niger
	

	Southern Africa
	Angola
	Lesotho
	 
	Oman
	

	
	Botswana
	Swaziland
	 
	Panama
	

	
	Mozambique
	
	 
	Sao Tome y Principe
	

	
	Namibia
	
	 
	Senegal
	

	
	South Africa
	
	 
	Seychelles
	

	
	Zambia
	
	 
	St. Kitts and Nevis
	

	
	Zimbabwe
	
	 
	St. Lucia
	

	Central Africa
	Burundi
	
	 
	St. Vincent and Grenadines

	
	Congo (Dem. Rep.)
	
	 
	Suriname
	

	
	Congo (Rep.)
	
	 
	Togo
	

	
	Kenya
	
	 
	Trinidad and Tobago
	

	
	Rwanda
	 
	 
	Turkmenistan
	

	
	Sudan
	 
	 
	Uzbekistan
	

	
	Tanzania
	
	 
	Yemen
	

	 
	Uganda
	 
	 
	 
	 




APPENDIX G:	Some Tried and True Data Sets for International Politics Research
Humanitarian Military Interventions at Gromes and Dembinski, 2019, “Practices and outcomes of humanitarian military interventions: a new data set,” International Interactions, 45,6: 1032-1048.

International Military Interventions at https://www.k-state.edu/polsci/intervention/  

Military Interventions by Powerful States at  https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=hdl:1902.1/15519&studyListingIndex=0_85795c0dd5026ff9b72c9a8c5854  

Third Party Peacekeeping Missions at https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10.7910/DVN/P7GYTS

Maddison GDP and population data at https://www.rug.nl/ggdc/historicaldevelopment/maddison/releases/maddison-project-database-2018

World Bank Data on GDP, Inflation, and other economic indicators at  https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.KD?locations=BS

Military expenditure data and arms transfers at SIPRI https://www.sipri.org/databases

COW and COW related Databases:

State System membership:	
	http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/state-system-membership
 COW country codes:
	http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/cow-country-codes

Territorial change:
	http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/territorial-change/territorial-change-1816-2008-v4-01

Militarized Interstate Disputes 4.2:
http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/MIDs

        Maoz’s dyadic version:  http://psfaculty.ucdavis.edu/zmaoz/dyadmid.html

National Material Capabilities:
http://cow.dss.ucdavis.edu/data-sets/national-material-capabilities/national-material-capabilities-v4-0

Direct Contiguity:
http://correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/direct-contiguity

Intergovernmental Organizations:
	http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/IGOs

	FIGO version of IGO’s:  (see my web page)
	
Diplomatic Exchange:
http://www.correlatesofwar.org/COW2%20Data/Diplomatic/Diplomatic.html

War Data:
	http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/COW-war

Formal Alliances (Gibler)
	http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/formal-alliances

Bilateral Trade:
http://www.correlatesofwar.org/COW2%20Data/Trade/Trade.html


The ISSUE Correlates of War Project:
http://www.paulhensel.org/icow.html
Water Disputes (transboundary) Database: 
http://www.transboundarywaters.orst.edu/
Alliance Treaty Obligations and Provisions Data (ATOP):
	http://atop.rice.edu/
Diplomatic Exchange Data
	https://www.volgy.org/projects-and-data
Strategic Rivalry database (Thompson’s version) (I have the newest updates)
International Crisis Behavior Project:
	http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/icb/
Events Data:
	KEDS:  	http://web.ku.edu/~keds/
	IDEA: 	(1984 to present)  (SGPP has data on our web page)
	COPDAB:   (1948-78) http://www.icpsr.org/cocoon/ICPSR/STUDY/07767.xml
	WEIS: 	(1968-1978)  http://webapp.icpsr.umich.edu/cocoon/ICPSR-STUDY/05211.xml  
Minorities at Risk Project:
	http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/
Regime Databases:
	Polity IV:   http://www.systemicpeace.org/polity/polity4.htm
	Gleditsch modifications:  http://privatewww.essex.ac.uk/~ksg/polity.html
	Freedom House:  http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=1
	Polyarchy data base: http://www.prio.no/CSCW/Datasets/Governance/Vanhanens-index-of-democracy/
	Revolutionary Leaders database (Colgan): https://sites.google.com/site/jeffdcolgan/data
Political Extraction Capacity (I have the new data)
Quality of Governance indicators (World Bank):  http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/WBI/EXTWBIGOVANTCOR/0,,contentMDK:20771165~menuPK:1866365~pagePK:64168445~piPK:64168309~theSitePK:1740530,00.html
	Transparency and corruption index:	http://www.transparency.org/policy_research/surveys_indices/cpi
	Sustainable Governance index:	http://www.sgi-network.org/
PRIO Armed Conflicts Data:
	http://www.prio.no/CSCW/Datasets/Armed-Conflict/	
GTD Global Terrorism Database: https://www.start.umd.edu/data-tools/global-terrorism-database-gtd
Rand Database on Global Terrorism: 
https://www.rand.org/nsrd/projects/terrorism-incidents/download.html
Global Power Projection data (Thompson):  I have the update
Military Expenditures Databases:
	SIPRI:	http://www.sipri.org/databases
	ACDA:	available from COW; also from ICPSR at http://search.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/query.html?col=abstract&col=series&rq=0&nh=50&op0=&rf=3&fl0=subject:&ty0=p&tx0=ICPSR+XI.D.&fl1=availability:&ty1=w&op1=-&tx1=restricted
Multilateral Peace Operations:  http://www.sipri.org/databases/pko
Economic Data:   (GDP, GDP/capita, GDP growth)
	Penn World Tables: http://cid.econ.ucdavis.edu/pwt.html
	World Development Indicators (World Bank):  http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/DATASTATISTICS/0,,menuPK:232599~pagePK:64133170~piPK:64133498~theSitePK:239419,00.html
Gleditsch Trade and GDP data: http://www.correlatesofwar.org/
Globalization Indicators:	http://globalization.kof.ethz.ch/
Human Rights Database:  
	UN:     http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf
	Rohn’s World Treaty index:	http://depts.washington.edu/hrights/Treaty/trindex.html
State Centrality Measures:  
http://psfaculty.ucdavis.edu/zmaoz/datasets.htm
WTO Dispute Cases:
	https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_status_e.htm and by country:
	https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_by_country_e.htm
Regional Trade Agreements:
	http://rtais.wto.org/UI/PublicMaintainRTAHome.aspx
Ethnic Heterogeneity data:
	Fractionalization index: http://www.nsd.uib.no/macrodataguide/set.html?id=16&sub=1
	Ethnic polarization: https://www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/0002828054201468
Geographic and Resources databases:  
 http://www.prio.no/CSCW/Datasets/Geographical-and-Resource/
==============
NewGene Software and variables: http://www.newgenesoftware.org/
EUGene Software and variables: http://www.eugenesoftware.org/
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